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One of the most popular articles we've ever published in the
TQR is “Under 40 Watts of Whoop Ass” {see Volume 1,
Number 1, November 1999) and we're still getting e-mails
about it five years later. Dave Boze's tale of having blueprinted

ckface Princeton Reverb and replacing the original 10"
speaker and baflieboard with a 127 resonated with a lot of play-
ers who were looking for a portable club amp that could hang
with the band, and many of us followed Dave’s advice (he was
right, as usual), Thanks to Dave’s enthusiastic exhortations,
there are lots of beefed up Princeton Reverb amps being used
today for practice and club gigs. We should also add that run-

ni Princeton Reverb with a 5™ extension cabinet

(Eminence Legend 157 or JBL D-130 recommended) will pro-
duce classic early Stevie Ray tones with a Strat at a fraction of

the decibels Stevie's rig produced, and it's also a spectacular lit-

—

tle outfit for P90 and humbucker players. Just so you know
Headstrong Amplifiers in Asheville. NC is now making mem-
bership in the “Und

40" club a litlle easier with the intro-
duction of The Lil’ King —a faithful reproduction of the ven-
erable 1964 Princeton Reverb, and the King can be ordered
with a 127 Weber VST speaker (or choose your own)

We
received
one of the
first Lil’
Kings for
review,
and short
of hunting
down an
original
and per-
forming
the full Boze treatment (and that can be pricey and time-con-
suming these days), you can’t do better than the Lil” King
Like the original Princeton, Headstrong's 12 watter is hand-
wired with tube-driven spring reverb, an improved tube
tremolo circuit and classic finger-joined pine cabinet con-
struction. It is what it is, and what it is is a meticulously
handbuilt rendition of a new 1964 Princeton Reverb! The
tone is warm, deep and delicious, just like the oniginal amps
when they were new, with classic Fender clean tones up to
about *5” on the volume control and a steady climb into
sweet, overdriven output tube distortion in the upper range of

the power curve, compliments of two 1J 6Vé6's.

The Lil'
King
reverb
1s as
lush as
you
remem-
ber, the
tremolo
far bet-
ter than
the black face-era photoresistor circuit ever was, and for our
money, we wouldn’t consider buying this amp with anything
but the optional 12" speaker. The Lil’ King is solidly built
with traditional pine box construction and a design that sim-
ply reflects what's inside, and it’s all good. [fclassic, 12 watt
blackface tone is your brand of fun, here's your amp. Visit

the Headstrong website for information on the Lil’ King and

lots of equally intriguing models handcrafled in the misty

mountains of North Carolina. Tg

wwwheadstrongamps.com, 1-828-670-1207




